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Curcain Call

INTERIORS
Specialists in:

* curtains

* pelmets

° swags

* bedding

e slimlines

¢ cushions

* romans

° austrians

“Old fashioned service to suit any budget”
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“Free Measure & Quote”
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN OWNED AND OPERATED

WA’S PREMIER MONTHLY PAPER FOR THE OVER
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Good Health for Less

SAVE1 STA)

Excludes certain restricted pharmaceutical
lines and products on promotion which have :
already been discounted.

~Inthis ssue

* 20-Page Seniors Week Event Guide

¢ Paul Goldie speaks with Ted Bull

* Have a Go News Fashion Show with
Travel at Phoenix Shopping Centre
and Dianella Plaza

* Step Back in Time - Museum feature

* Beyond 50 in Real Estate

Competitions/Giveaways

Have a Go News & Kings Tours and Travel
Lion King Competition
$50 worth of scratchies
Up, Up and Away -

Have a Go News Travel Questionnaire
Greater Union Seniors Club Memberships
PRIZE PACKS
Fitline Optimal Set
SOYF Healthy Prize Pack
ABC Shop DVDs - New Tricks
TICKETS
Must Love Dogs - Diane Lane
WA Orchid Spectacular
Bennett Brook Railway
Black Swan Theatre Company
- Uncle Vanya
Merry Wives of Windsor
An Afternoon of Romance

* *
Seniors4Choice
*

*

GROUP COACH TOURS
(PROBUS & SENIORS CLUBS)
Garden l_Slﬂllﬂ Tour
Kmas Lights Tour
Wildfiower Tours

FROM ONLY $25

A Great Day Out with Luxury Coach Travel
OVER 15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

B O O K I N G.S

9470 44017
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220 double
passes to
In Her Shoes
with morning
tea at
Astor Cinema
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A new play with music stars John Michael Swinbank as Noel Coward on a Far Eastern Adventure in 1930.
Image: Crispian Chan Photo: Stephen Tate

by John Aitken

I HAVE a print of an old
poster on my office wall.
It dates from the 1920s
and advertises the legendary

Raffles Hotel in Singapore,
offering “electric light” and
“bells throughout the hotel”.
It also boasts that Raffles is
“patronized by Royalty and
Nobility.” Indeed in the late

19th Century and the first
half of the 20th, Raffles
was a bastion of Western
imperialism set in a sea of -
often to European visitors -
bewildering exotica.

From its very early days,
Raffles was also amagnet to
writers and other peripatetic
artists. Joseph Conrad was
one of the first and he
wrote whilst staying there:

“A gentle breeze entering
through the windows,
always flung wide open,
brought into the bare room
the languor of the earth,
the bewildering breath of
eastern waters...” Later
came Rudyard Kipling and
Somerset Maugham who
added that “Raffles stands
for all the fables of the exotic
East. Showbiz royalty also
dropped in, like Charlie
Chaplin and perhaps most
famous of all - the ‘Master’,
Mr Noel Coward.

Still a young man but
already a major star, Noel
had been on a tour of the
“Far East” in 1929 with
his friend Jeffery Amherst
when disaster struck. Lord
Ambherst came down with
dysentery and fearing for his
companion’s life, Coward
had to dash through
Vietnam and Siam [now
Thailand] in a “mobile
torture chamber they had
the temerity to call a car”
to reach Singapore and its
superior medical facilities.
Noel discovered Raffles and
embarked on what appears
to have been a life-changing
experience. This is the
premise of my new play
Imperial Facade.

Like many young people
of the time Coward appears
to have “had a ball” during
the Twenties. Flippancy was
all the rage and Noel was
right up there with the most
flippant.

However during the
Singapore sojourn he fell in
with a down-at-heel touring
theatrical company called
‘The Quaints’. With only
three day’s notice, he took
over the leading role of
Stanhope in a play about
the First World War, R.C.
Sherriff’s Journey’s End.
This experience made
Coward revise his views on
war and made him consider
that perhaps his approach
to the First World War
had been unsuitably light-
hearted.

On his way home to
England Noel wrote the
anti-war play Post Mortem.
However it was deemed
“definitely not Coward” by
theatrical producers and
agents and was not
professionally produced in
continued on page 25

Better bank

United offers a large range of products and
services for people aged 45 years and over.

We also pride ourselves on our personal service.
So if you prefer to talk to a person, not a machine,

call 13 16 12 and speak to your local branch.

Savings - Loans
ABN 92 087 651 910

13 16 12 unitedcredit.com.au

Credit Cards
AFS License No: 237560

7 T United Credit Union

Insurance
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